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than ten pages, which he religiously preserved, to try to convince him that the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah was a prophecy of Christ.    Another lecture on Judaism, considered as a race and a religion, is even  more  interesting.     Renan is persuaded that a very large number of persons who are now known as Jews never had a Palestinian ancestor.    He considers that   from   the Fall of Jerusalem to the time of Alexander, and indeed, in some places, to a much later date, as late even as the days of Hadrian, Judaism was an open religion, gaining converts in very large numbers amongst people who had not a drop of Semitic blood.     There is, I suppose, no doubt that great numbers of Jews in Southern Russia and the adjoining countries are really of Slav or Tartar descent, for the kingdom of the Khazars adopted Judaism nearly as late as the time of Charlemagne.    A third lecture on Islamism and science is full of little-known matter.     It brings out particularly well the curious mistake which is made when we talk of Arabian science.     The Arab is, in his passion for the niceties of his language, one of the most literary,  but in his determination not  to inquire  into  the   causes of any natural phenomenon, one of the least scientific of human beings.    The brilliant reign of the Abbassides at Bagdad derived its glory